[image: image1.jpg]


2023 VGCI Convention Registration Form

October 19-21, 2023
www.vaselineglass.org
The 24th Annual VGCI Convention will be held in St. Petersburg, Florida, October 19-21, 2023.  The site of the convention will be the Holiday Inn St. Petersburg North/Clearwater Airport, 3535 Ulmerton Road, Clearwater, Florida, 33672.   Hotel reservations can be made by calling the hotel directly at 727-577-9100 and using the group code GCC to get our discounted room rate of $139 for a queen double or king room.  This rate includes up to two hot breakfasts each morning, including shoulder dates.  This room rate will be honored October 16-23 should you like to extend your stay.   Make your reservation as soon as possible but definitely by September 16, 2023, the last date this rate is guaranteed.  If you have any questions or problems, please contact Bob Harry at 407-933-7468 or Nancy Tompkins at 814-880-5232. 
For Reservation Purposes:  If you are planning to attend the optional tour, you will want to arrive at the hotel on Wednesday, October 18, 2023, as the bus will be leaving early on Thursday morning.  As to checking out, please plan to check out on Sunday as we will be having dinner and a speaker on Saturday evening.
Displays:  There will be $100 awards for displays again this year for Best Single Piece, Best Theme, Most Educational, and Best Visual.  Each category will receive an award.  Please consider setting up a display.  We have plenty of room and everyone wants to see your favorite pieces!
Swap & Shop:  One of the best chances you will get to buy or sell glass, Swap & Shop is also a great way to meet fellow VGCI members and perhaps find a piece for your collection that you may not find anywhere else.  Swap & Shop is conducted from room-to-room. Participating rooms may list their room number on the easel at our registration table.  
Meals:  Meals will be provided as follows:  Each room reserved will receive up to two hot breakfasts per day.  This includes shoulder dates.  Included in your registration fee are three evening meals, one each Thursday (opening reception), Friday and Saturday.  The times for each meal will be printed in your Welcome Packet that you will receive upon hotel arrival.  There is no discount on convention fees if you decide not to participate in any or all of the meals.
Optional Tour:  Plan to join us for a fabulous optional motor coach trip to The John and Mable Ringling Museum of Art in Sarasota, Florida.  The Ringling celebrates the legacy of circus owner and art collector, John Ringling, and his wife, Mable.  It combines outstanding art and circus museums, including a glass pavilion, with a historic mansion occupying beautiful grounds and gardens.  This optional trip will be available on a first come-first served basis.  Lunch is on-your-own at one of the museum concessions/restaurants.  
Glass Tour:  Included in your convention registration fee is a round-trip motor coach ride and admissions to the Duncan McClellan Gallery, the Imagine Museum, and the Morean Art Center (Chihuly exhibit), all in St. Petersburg, Florida.  The stop at the Duncan McClellan Gallery was inspired by last year’s convention presentation by VGCI member, Drew Hocevar (as those of you who attended convention in 2022 will recall).  Arrangements for lunch are being made at Ferg’s Sports Bar.  We will have a limited menu (due to time constraints) and lunch will be on-your-own.  
Silent Auction:  This is a wonderful opportunity for members to make tax deductible donations of glass for auction to benefit VGCI.  If you want to place a piece in the auction but do not wish to donate the proceeds, VGCI will require 20% of the final auction price as a fee.  Auction sheets will be available where auction items are displayed.  If you cannot attend but would like to donate or if you are flying and prefer to ship your auction (or display) items, the hotel will receive packages shipped directly to them no sooner than five days prior to convention with the understanding that they cannot be held liable for anything detrimental that could occur.  Please contact Nancy at 814-880-5232 for specific instructions.
Convention Piece:  We are pleased to be offering as a convention piece a beautiful vaseline 70mm x 45 mm x 20 mm pin tray with a dancing children motif made in the Czech Republic by Glass Pesnicak.  This pin tray is made from the original mould used by S & K – Sacher & Klein, an export company from Jablonec nad Nisou, Czechoslovakia, between 1910 and 1938.  S & K exported glass mainly to the US.  The piece is embossed VGCI 2023 and is the last in the series of pin trays which debuted in 2021.  The cost will be $45.  The pin tray will be available for pickup at the convention. If you cannot attend but would still like to make a purchase, please send this registration form to Tom Foozer along with a check for the amount owed plus shipping payable to VGCI.  Orders will be processed with priority to convention attendees and then to non-attendees based on envelope postmark.  You may purchase one per member.
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Glass Photography Workshop:  Bring a piece of glass you would like to have photographed.  Club member Paul Maier will either take a picture for you or, if you bring your camera, he will give you some pointers on taking your own picture.  This workshop is planned for Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to noon.
Game Time:  B-I-N-G-O!  Bingo has been a HUGE success, so we are offering it again!  To participate, be prepared with a small-wrapped gift of yellow vaseline glass with a value around $25.  Bring a gift with you or shop for something during your room-to-room travels.   Check the agenda in the packet you receive on arrival for details.  Observers are always welcome too!
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Fun!  The true measure of success of any convention is how much you enjoyed yourself.  YOU are the key ingredient in making this happen!  Join us as we celebrate our 24th Annual Convention of friends, fun, food, and vaseline glass!

Cancellation Policy:  In the unfortunate event that you must cancel, please notify us by October 1, 2023.   Funds will be returned minus a $15 processing fee.  Any cancellations after October 1, 2023, will be forfeited to VGCI as a tax-deductible contribution.
Transportation:  The area is serviced by two airports, the St. Pete-Clearwater International Airport (PIE) and the Tampa International Airport (TPA).  The Holiday Inn provides shuttle service to BOTH airports.  Arrangements must be made with the front desk in advance.  If you are driving, parking is free at the hotel.  
Registration Fees:  The cost of registration includes a light meal at our Thursday evening reception, dinners on Friday and Saturday and speakers.  Don’t forget that up to two breakfasts each day are included in your room reservation.  There is no reduction in the fee if you plan on attending only part of the convention.  All fees are per person. 
We are anxious to see everyone! 

[image: image3.wmf] 


[image: image4.wmf] 


Please fill out and mail this page along with your check made payable to “VGCI” to our Club Treasurer, Tom Foozer, 5134 Deerview Park Drive, Cleves, OH, 45002.

Name(s) of member(s) attending:  _______________________________________________________________
Address:  







_______________________________
City/State/Zip:  
_____________________________________________________________________________
Phone:  _______________________  E-mail address:  ______________________________________________
EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION FEE $175 per person (Register by July 31, 2023)
Number of persons _________ x $175 = $______________
Registration Fee $185 per person (After July 31, 2023)
Number of persons _________ x $185 = $ _____________
Optional Motor Coach Trip to The John and Mable Ringling Museum of Arts (must be received with registration)

Number of persons _________ x $79 = $_______________

Ringling Admission Ticket Options (cost is included in $79 trip fee):

____ I would like my admission ticket to include the glass pavilion, art museum, circus museum, and gardens.  


____ I would like my admission ticket to include the above PLUS the CA’ D’ZAN Mansion.
Convention Piece

Convention attendees (1 per member) ______ x $45 = $________
Non-attendees (1 per member) _______ x $55 = $_________ (includes shipping)
VGCI Membership Renewal for:  □ 2024    □ 2023
□ Single Membership ($25)



□ Junior Membership (under 18) (FREE)

□ Single + Spouse or Significant Other ($30)

□ Corporate Membership ($25)

Tax-Deductible Donation (optional) $_________




TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED:  $ __________ (one check is okay)
Meals
If you eat vegetarian, vegan, keto, etc., let us know so we can work with the Chef to make appropriate meal choices.
□ Regular Meal(s)

□ Other ________________________________ 
Displays
If you are planning to set up a display, please indicate how much space you will need.

□ Full table     □ 1/2 table      □ I’m bringing a favorite piece for the Best Single Piece category
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Swap & Shop

I/We will be participating in the Swap & Shop by selling glass from my/our room.  
□ Yes     □ No      □ Maybe
� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���





Your dues must be current through 2023 to make a hotel reservation in our room block, attend convention or purchase a convention piece.  If you do not see a note with this registration form indicating your membership has lapsed, you are paid through at least 2023.  Thank you!
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